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IIT syndrome: B1g bucks cause depression

arambil

M Ramya| mun

Chennai: Big salaries offered
by companies descending on
HT campuses are worrving
counsellors, Dream offers’, fac-
ity members say are stressing
ot those offered relatively low-
er salaries. Offers for HTians
range from anmual salavies of
Z821akh toTi21akh,

Dr Alok Bajpai, consultant
psychiatrist at H'T-Kanpur, said
only 5% of the students got big
offers, but it still created “pres-
sure onthe peergroup”.

Some HT:Madras students
havesoughtthehelp of Mity the
nstituie’s guidance and coun-

selling unit . "But many don't
come to us, because they fear
the first question we will ask is
why they want to compare sala-
ries,” said Mitr head Sivaku-

mar M Srinivasan. Counsellors
say parental expectations and
comparisons with those whore-
ceive multiple offers is one rea-
son why some students feel this
way. Failure fo meet their own
aspirations also puts pressure
on some,

Dr Bajpat said this affected
the way school students
thought about higher educa-
tion. "They want toget intollTs,
without the slightest idea of
what's different about these in-
stitutions. The only considera-
tion is the fat salaries they are
likely to get once they join
here,” he said. And parents
choose specialisations that wil
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vield maximum returns after
four years, he added.

To help students plan theilr
career, rather than get jobs, IIT-
Madras is planning a series of
workshops from next yvear “"We
want to prepare studenis for
what they will face rather than
firefight. To identify those who
might face difficulties in com-
ng to terms with such situa
tions, Mitr has trained student
volunteers o spot and provide
some help to these students,”
said Sivakumar Srinkvasan.

Counsellors sald the focus
should be on whether the rec-
rui will be happy doing the job,
saidan HT-M faculty member.
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PTU defies CS orders, favours Delhi firm

Jasdeep Singh Malhulm
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JALANDHAR: [Zven as the Punjab
chief secretary and then Punjab
Technical University (PTU)
board of governors (BoG)
chairman Rakesh Singh had
ordered removal of New Delhi-
based NetIIT, a consultant, over
three months ago, the university
authorities had not only “defied”
his orders with impunity but
had also allegedly amended the
terms of agreement signed with
the firm to later transfer Rs 4
erore in its bank account.
Instead of cancelling the
pact, the university authori-
ties allegedly amended certain
payment terms in favowr of the
firm, sources said, alleging that
the university paid a sum of Rs
36 lakh to the firm headed by
Delhi-based Parveen Kumaron
September 1, a day after receiv-
ing the chief secretary's orders
about its removal. Subsequently,

What's the case

A Jalandhar-baged NGO
had challenged the alleged
irvegularities in appoint-
ing staffers and selection
of the then chief secretary
SC Agrawal as the board
chairman. The high court,
on November 14, 2011, had

R=3.64 crore was transferred to
the firm on October 12,

“Nearly Rs 5 erore had been
paid to the said firm within 10
months since January despite
the fact that the Punjab and
Haryana high court is still
scrutinising the appoint-
ment of consultants under a
contempt of court petition,”
sources said.

Parveen Kumar and PTU
viee-chancellor Rajneesh Arora
were friends since they were
pursuing engineering at Indian

restrained the PTU and
its BoG from making any
appointments without its
permission.

The petitioner filed a
contempt petition after the
BoG approved hiring of
consultants.

Institute of Technology (1I'T),
Delhi. The V-C had allegedly
appointed Kumar’s firm as con-
sultant without following the

due procedure. The posts ol

the consultants were never
advertised in the papers and
no applications were invited
from the public.

Though the CS had ordered
“immedinte” removal of the con-
sultants, including Parveen's
firm, on September 10, Arora
had allegedly taken a complete-
ly opposite stand for obvious

reasons, The newly appointed
chairman SK Munjal is also
silent on u'nplcnwnmlmn of
his predecessor's orders even
as Hindustan Times has posed
an RTI query through his
Delhi-based office several
days ago.

Earlier Rakesh Singh, in an
affidavit submitted to the high
court in a contempt of court

case, had said: “The hiring of

consultants by the university
was approved through an inad-
vertent mistake. An order has
been issued to the viee-chan-
cellor for withdrawing appoint-
ment of the consultants immecdi-
ately. [ tender an unconditional
apology for this unintentional
mistake,” Singh had said.

A day before the court hear-
ing, the technical education
director, on the Bot chairman's
behalf, issued a letter to the V-C,
saying: “The appointment of the
consuliants shall be cancelled

immediately so that the reply of

the CS may be filed in the court.
You aredirected that the order
should be issued immediately
to cancel these appointments,
which were approved during the
BoG meeting,” the divector said.

Technical education minis-
ter Anil Joshi, who was in the
eity, feigned ignorance about
the issue,

“You have brought the issue
into my notice. Now, I will check
with the officials concerned,” he
said, adding certain quarters
were oul 1o even level base-
less allegations of corruption
against him and the university
authovities.

Earlier, during a visit to
Bholath recently, ehief minis-
ter Parkash Singh Badal said he
had read the news items about
non-implementation of the CS
orders by the PTU offieials and
would look into the matter

Kumar and Arora were not
available for comment despite
repeated attempts,
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Mood-1 ends with a bang, more
than 80,000 attend festival

Mugdha Variyar

®m mugdhavariyar@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Mood Indigo, one of the
biggest college festivals in the
country, drew its curtains on
Sunday at II'T Bombay’s Powai
campus, after four days of lit-
erary, musical events and a
social campaign.

Even as the nation is protest-
ing the increasing cases of rape
and violence against women, the
festival hosted an anti-rape cam-
paign organised by Citizens
Against Rapists, Molestors and
Atrocities (CARMA), a social
initiative. “We wanted to reach
out to the large number of col-
lege students at the festival to
create awareness,” said Ashvin
Mishra, 25, who had started the
initiative on Facebook last

month. “We took a survey of

measures from students on the
issue and even recorded testi-
monials,” he said.

This year, the festival entered
the national records (Limca
Book of Records) for having the

@ Aboy performs B- b‘oy dahémg, a form of h|p hop dance from Nw

York, on the final day of the Mood Indigo festival.

maximum number of foreign
artistes at a college festival.
Several International bands
such as Simple Plan from
Canada, and Ganga Vibes from
Morocco performed here.
Music composer duo Salim
and Sulaiman Merchant ended
the festival on Sunday night
after  performing their
Bollywood songs. “Ever since [
first attended a musical concert
at Mood Indigo when I was 14,
it has been my dream to per-
form here,” said Salim

PRAFUL GANGURDE

Merchant.

The festival saw several firsts
this year. This was the first time
that school students could par-
ticipate in the spelling bee com-
petition where IIT Chennai
walked away with the top prize
on Sunday. The national
quizzing competition, Nihilanth,
was conducted for the first time,
and the team from IIM
Ahmedabad emerged as the
winners. The footfall for the 2012
edition of Mood Indigo crossed
80,000.
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Kalam asks II'T-Patna students t
become partners in developmentu‘

Former prez Abdul Kalam honounng gold medalrst Anshum;.ta Kaushrk during fi

rst convocatnon .of IIT in Patna, — PT1

PBD BUREAU/PTI ~ -

PATNA, DEC23 ~ .° .

50CIO-ECONOMIC
problems have hindered |

opmient over the years,
former President A P ]
Abdul Kalam today said
and talled upon students
to become partners in the
state's development

- "I am optimistic  that
the HT-Patna students can
play a vitai role to further
economic development in

Bihar by becoming a part-

ner _to the opgoing sus-
tamable L development
process,” Kalam: said at
the first onvocation of 1IT-
Patna. =

As Blhar is an agricul-
tural hub Kalam “said )

that the NTians hefe can
showcase their innova-
‘tions  and technical
.knowledge to strategise :

and develop markets"for .
. variety of . agricultural’
Bihar's -econoric devel- '

produces to:‘enable the
farmiers to maximise thexr-
return.
Kalam
_that [ITians here. haVe a
- major‘role to play in
- developing smart water-
ways to prevent floods .
and- water shortages in"
“ the state and putting. to

.good use. its abundant -
‘water resources for devel- °
irrigation -
infrastructure by connect-

opment of
ing the network of rivers.

The mnetworkihg .- of
rivers through ' smart
waterways w;IL rr.a;tlga,te
flooding in major parts of

empha51sed B

‘the state ‘and channehse
water - to “the 'drought-’
'affected reglons he said.

* Sustained rural devel-

o'pment was the need of .

the < hout

after” getnng lu(:rat:ve
)obs but also serve the .
- society b becom,mg
entrepreneurs “and
emp!oyment generators

Kalam -said, . instead of bemmmg onIy
1

,adding that IT-Patna stu- ~employees. '

dents have a responsibili- .

The former presxdent

ty to- dev:se ways ‘and  asked the [IT-Patna gragd-

means " t& improve | the
lives of rural people. -
The . state,
requlred innovation and -
greater use of fechnology
. to improve learning tech-
. mques for millions of stu-
dents, in which IIT- Patna

students could “becorhe * dents |

research partner and sug-
gest ifnpaiting scientific -
education and vocanonal
training.

Kalam urged nr grad-

he " said,

uates to live up, to obliga- -
tions to’ the alma ‘matey’

. and’ social responsnb»hty

towards Bihar by makmg
this state become a labge |
ratory of sustained dev§i—
opment, . . 5

Kalam also drew sgu—
attention towardg
other state issues like
need for quality drinking
‘water, electncxty and cqr-
ruption-free § governance,

He also contributed-a

- Hated not_to gg; cargied ‘ bundle,, of bqo}(s to. II\T-

away by matena] succéss '

Patna.
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